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T h is  v e ry  p o p u la r  e v e n t in  th e  T h o ro to n  c a le n d a r  w a s  q u ic k ly  so ld  

ou t: d in in g  in  su c h  sp le n d id  s u rro u n d in g s  a s  B e lv o ir  C a s tle  w as an  

e x p e rie n c e  n o t to  b e  m is se d  -  th e  lu n c h e o n  w as  h e ld  in  th e  

m a g n if ic e n c e  o f  th e  S ta te  D in in g  R o o m . T h e  fo o d  w as e x c e lle n t w ith  

a  d is tin c t V a le  o f  B e lv o ir  f lav o u r , th e  c o m p a n y  as e v e r  w as  in  to p  

fo rm , a n d  th e  a f te r  lu n c h e o n  sp e a k e r , B r ia n  H o w e s  (H e a d  G u id e  a t the  

c a s tle )  g a v e  a n  e n te r ta in in g  a n d  e n lig h te n in g  ta lk  o n  its  e a r ly  h is to ry  

a n d  th e  d y n a s tie s  a n d  p o lit ic a l  in tr ig u e s  w h ic h  h a d  sh a p e d  it. T h e  

T h o ro to n  a n d  N o tt in g h a m sh ire  c o n n e c tio n s  w ith  B e lv o ir  a n d  its 

fa m ily  w e re  e x p lo re d  b y  A l f  B o w le y , w h o  p ro p o se d  th e  T h o ro to n  

to as t, a n d  b y  th e  P re s id e n t, w h o  a lw a y s  a d d s  th e  H o sk in s  to u c h  to  a n y  e v e n t. T h e s e  c o n n e c tio n s  w e re  fu rth e r 

to u ch e d  u p o n  d u rin g  B r ia n ’s ta lk . A f te r  th e  m e a l m e m b e rs  h a d  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  g u id e d  to u r: it w a s  a g re a t p r iv ile g e  

to  h a v e  th e  p la c e  to  o u rse lv e s  a n d  to  le a rn  m o re  fro m  th e  e n th u s ia s tic  g u id e s  a b o u t its  in h a b ita n ts  -  p a s t  a n d  p re se n t 

- i t s  ro o m s ,  fu rn ish in g s  a n d  a r t w o rk s . T h i s  w a s  a t r u ly  m e m o ra b le  A n n u a l L u n c h e o n -  w e  sh a ll h a v e  t o  f in d  

so m e th in g  to  m a tc h  it n e x t  y ear! [ P ic t u r e  a b o v e : f r o m  le ft to  r ig h t  N e v i l le  H o s k in s ,  J o h n  B e c k e tt,  B r ia n  H o w e s ]

Assistant Secretary -  Excursions
Council is looking for a m ember to act as 
Assistant Secretary -  Excursions. Currently 
most o f the work o f organising and running our 
excursions programme falls to the Treasurer and 
the Programme Secretary. They have asked 
Council to appoint a new position to be entirely 
connected with the excursions programme, 
which will be appropriate for a m ember who 
regularly attends Thoroton Society excursions.

The person appointed will not be expected to 
organise and lead all the excursions, but will be 
required to undertake some o f the 
administration that is involved, including 
attending the excursion (if  possible). Further 
details can  b e  obtained from  T horoton Society 
Treasurer,  Keith Goodman, telephone 0115 
9726590, or at his email address, 
thoroton@ keithgoodm an.com .

AGM 2005 AT LAXTON
A note fo r your diary -  advance notice o f the 
Annual General M eeting on 30 April 2005 -  this 
year it will be held at Laxton. The meeting itself 
will be in the village hall, and members will be 
provided with the usual country-style tea. The 
highlight o f  the day w ill be th e  opportunity to  
visit Laxton Castle, the site o f one o f the most

important Norman castles in the county, and one 
which is the focus o f  archaeological 
investigation by Sarah Speight, Council 
member, and Keith Challis. Sarah will be on 
hand to explain the work that has been going on 
and the recent findings. It should be a good 
afternoon out! John Beckett

Congratulations to:
• Dr Sarah Speight, our Archaeology editor and CBA representative, who was married to Anthony 

Epworth on 23 October 2004.

• Steph Mastoris, who has left for Snibston for a new job in Swansea. His email remains the same at: 
stephmastoris@ tiscali.co.uk

~ The Thoroton Society of Nottingham shire ~
~ The County's Principal Historical Society ~
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SPRING LECTURES 2005

Saturday 8 January: The Nora Witham Lecture -  Paul Bahn: ‘Palaeolithic Cave Art at Creswell Crags'
U p p e r  P a lae o lith ic  a rt h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  fro m  th e  w  a lls  a n d  ce ilin g s  o f  

c a v e s  in  F ra n c e  a n d  S p a in  f ro m  th e  la te  1 9 th  c e n tu ry . It w a s  re c o g n iz e d  

fo r  th e  f irs t tim e  in  B r ita in  in  sp r in g  2 0 0 3  b y  a  th re e -m a n  team : c o n su lta n t 

a rc h a e o lo g is t  P au l B a h n , P a u l P e tti t t  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  O x fo rd , an d  

S e rg io  R ip o ll  o f  U n iv e rs id a d  N a c io n a l d e  E d u c a c io n  a D is ta n c ia , Spain .

T h e  s ite  is C h u rc h  H o le  c av e  a t C re sw e ll  C ra g s  N o ttin g h a m sh ire , 

a lre a d y  w e ll k n o w n  a s a  h a b ita tio n  site . L a s t A p ril  th e  c av e  w a s  in sp e c te d  

fu r th e r  w i th  t h e  n a tu ra l  lig h t o f  th e  se a so n , a n d  80  fu r th e r  f ig u re s  w e re  

id e n tif ie d  to  a d d  to  th e  12 se e n  in itia lly . T h e  a r t  h a s  b e e n  e x e c u te d  b y  

e n g rav in g s  a n d  b a s - re l ie fs  a n d  sh o w s re d  d e e r, h o rse s , b iso n , th ree  sp e c ie s  o f  b ird , a n d  p o s s ib le  fe m a le  fig u res . T h e  

c e ilin g  o f  C h u rc h  H o le  is th e  m o s t  r ic h ly  c a rv e d  in  th e  w h o le  o f  c av e  art.

Above: Engraving o f  red deer stag from Creswell Crags, copyright Sergio Ripoll.

Saturday 12 February: Virginia Baddeley and Jason Mordan: lA Pile o f  Horseshoes and an Entire Egg -  
Recording the Historic Environm ent at Nottinghamshire County Council’

N o ttin g h a m sh ire  C o u n ty  C o u n c il  P la n n in g  D e p a rtm e n t b e g a n  to  re c o rd  th e  h is to r ic  

e n v iro n m e n t o f  th e  c o u n ty  in  19 7 4 , w h ic h  c o v e rs  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l s ite s , h is to r ic  b u ild in g s , 

p a rk s  a n d  g a rd e n s  a n d  h is to r ic  la n d sc a p e s . It is u se d  in th e  p la n n in g  p ro c e s s  fo r  th e  p ro te c t io n  

o f  th e  h is to r ic  e n v iro n m e n t a n d  a lso  in  re se a rc h  a n d  e d u ca tio n . V irg in ia  B a d d e le y  is 

re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l s id e , a n d  J a so n  M o rd a n  fo r th e  b u ild in g s .

T h e  lec tu re  w ill in c lu d e  p ro je c te d  c o m p u te r  sc re en s  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  m ak e  u p  o f  th e  

d a ta b a se  an d  w a y s  th a t it c a n  b e  in te rro g a te d . T o g e th e r  th e  h is to r ic  e n v iro n m e n t re c o rd s  

c o m p rise  so m e  2 0 ,0 0 0  e n tr ie s , v a ry in g  fro m  th e  tra d itio n a l d e ta ils  o f  b u ild in g s  a n d  

a rc h a e o lo g ic a l s ite s  to  th e  e x o tic  a n d  u n e x p e c te d . Right: The horseshoes at Scarrington

Saturday 12 March: Maurice Barley Lecture -  Adrian Henstock: ‘Beaumaris to Beaumont: the Planned
Towns o f  Edward I  in Wales, England and France’

B e tw e e n  1 2 6 7 -1 3 0 7  K in g  E d w a rd  I p la n te d  n u m e ro u s  n e w  to w n s  o n  h is  fa r  f lu n g  d o m a in s  to  a c t as in s tru m e n ts  

o f  p o lit ic a l  d o m in a tio n  a n d  to  e x p lo it  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  p o ten tia l. M o s t w e re  la id  o u t o n  r ig id  g r id - iro n  p la n s  w ith  the  

a id  o f  p ro fe ss io n a l to w n  p la n n e rs  a n d  e v e n  c o m m itte e s . In  th is  i l lu s tra te d  le c tu re  A d r ia n  H e n s to c k  w ill p re se n t an  

o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  b y  e x a m in in g  th e  p h y s ic a l e v id e n c e  a f fo rd e d  b y  se v e ra l la rg e ly  u n sp o ilt  to w n s , to g e th e r  

w ith  th e ir  e x c e p tio n a l a rc h iv a l d o c u m e n ta tio n .

C o m p a riso n s  w ill b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  to w n s  in c lu d in g  th e  su p e rb  w a lle d  b o ro u g h s  o f  C a e rn a rfo n , C o n w y  and  

B e au m a ris ; N e w  W in c h e ls e a  in  S u s se x  fo u n d e d  a d ja c e n t to  a  s tra te g ic  p o rt;  a n d  th e  b e a u tifu l  fo ss il is e d  h ill  to w n s, 

k n o w n  as ‘b a s t id e s ’, in  th e  G a sc o n  re g io n  o f  th e  L o t a n d  D o rd o g n e  in  so u th -w e s t  F ra n c e , su c h  as M o n p a z ie r  an d  

B e a u m o n t d u  P e rig o rd . T h is  is th e  la te s t  in  a  se r ie s  o f  le c tu re s  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  la te  P ro fe sso r  

M a u ric e  B a r le y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o ttin g h a m , a m e d ie v a l b u i ld in g s  e X p e rt, w h o  e d i t e d  a w o rk  o n  m ed ie v a l 

p la n n e d  to w n s  in  E n g la n d  &  W a le s  in  1976.

Wollaton Hall
N e w s le tte r  N o .37  c o n ta in e d  a  n o te  a b o u t  P e te r  

S m ith 's  re c e n t p a p e r  o n  ‘T h e  S u n d ia l G a rd e n  a n d  the  

H o u se -p la n  m o u n t, tw o  g a rd e n s  a t W o lla to n  H a ll, 

N o ttin g h a m sh ire  b y  R o b e r t  (c  1 5 3 5 -1 6 1 4 )  a n d  Jo h n  (- 

1634) S m y th s o n ’. A  c o p y  h as  n o w  b e e n  d e p o s ite d  in

B ro m le y  H o u se  L ib ra ry  to  jo in  h is  e a r lie r  p a p e rs  on  

W e lb e c k , C lif to n  H a ll a n d  N u th a ll  T e m p le . S o c ie ty  

M e m b ers , i f  n o t m e m b e rs  o f  th e  lib ra ry , m a y  c o n su lt 

th e m  b y  p r io r  a r ra n g e m e n t w ith  th e  L ib ra rian , tel 

0115 9473134. Neville Hoskins

Nottinghamshire Bibliography: Correction
T h e  S o c ie ty ’s R e c o rd  S e rie s  V o l 42 : A Nottinghamshire Bibliography; Publications on Nottinghamshire History 
before 1998, w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  2 0 0 2 , c o n ta in s  th e  fo llo w in g  e rro r. E n try  N o  2 5 2 7  re fe rs  to  Nottinghamshire 
History and Topography: A Select Descriptive Bibliography, p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  la te  M ic h a e l  D o b b in , a  fo rm e r H o n . 

S e c re ta ry  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty ,  a n d  th e  s ta te m e n t i s  th e r e  m a d e  t h a t  M r  D o b b in ’s o w n  c o l le c t io n  o f  N o tt in g h a m s h ire  

b o o k s  w a s  ‘n o w  o w n e d  b y  th e  N o t t in g h a m  S u b s c r ip t io n  L ib r a r y ’. I t  h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t th a t th is  c o lle c tio n  is 

s im p ly  len t to  th e  N o tt in g h a m  S u b s c r ip t io n  L ib ra ry  a t B ro m le y  H o u se , N o tt in g h a m , a n d  c o n tin u e s  to  b e  o w n e d  b y  

th e  D o b b in  F a m ily . T h e  S o c ie ty  is  h a p p y  to  c o rre c t th e  e r ro r  a n d  a p o lo g iz e s  b o th  to  th e  fa m ily  a n d  th e  L ib ra ry  fo r 

an y  e m b a rra s sm e n t th a t th is  m a y  h a v e  c au sed .

T horoton  ~  page 2



_________ REPORTS OF EXCURSIONS AND LECTURES IN 2004_______________
4 September -  Sacred Sites of North Lincolnshire: David Marcombe & Kate Holland.

O n  a b e a u tifu l S e p te m b e r  a f te rn o o n  D r D a v id  M a rc o m b e  a n d  K a te  H o lla n d  sh o w ed  

u s tw o  s ite s  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  ‘c en tra l p la c e s ’, th a t is, p la c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  c en tre s  

o f  a d m in is tra tio n , ju s t ic e ,  re lig io n , tra d e  a n d  c h a r ity  fo r  m a n y  c e n tu r ie s . T h e  h is to ry  

a n d  a rc h a e o lo g y  o f  su c h  p la c e s  in d ic a te  th e y  w e re  o f  g re a t im p o rta n c e . D r 

M a rc o m b e  to o k  u s f irs t to  th e  c h a p e l o f  S t. E d m u n d  in  S p ita l- in - th e -S tre e t  [ p ic t u r e d  

l e f t ] . (T h e  h o sp ita l  o n  E rm in e  S tre e t.)  T h e  a re a  h a d  a lm sh o u s e s  (d a tin g  fro m  1390) 

in  S p ita l  G re en , th e  Q u a r te r  S e ss io n s  h o u s e s  (b u ilt  in  1 5 9 2 ), th e  o ld  c o a c h in g  in n  

(n o w  d e re lic t)  f ro m  1680 , and  th e  c h a p e l i ts e l f  (n o w  lo v in g ly  re s to re d  b y  D r. 

M a rc o m b e  a n d  h is  fa m ily ). T h e  a rea  o u ts id e  th e  c h a p e l b o a s ts  a  p h y s ic  g a rd en  

d e s ig n e d  b y  Jo e  N ic h o lso n , a n d  a d ja c e n t is a n  o rc h a rd  b e in g  re -p la n te d  w ith  o ld  

v a r ie t ie s  o f  a p p le  a n d  p e a r  trees.

K a te  to o k  u s n e x t to  G le n tw o r th  w ith  its  in te re s tin g  sm a ll  c h u rc h  a n d  w o n d e rfu l m e m o ria ls  to  S ir  C h r is to p h e r  W ra y  

an d  h is  fam ily , w h o  h a d  a tte m p te d  to  u n d e rm in e  th e  c h a p e l o f  S t. E d m u n d  a n d  th e  h o sp ita l  fo u n d a tio n . A f te r  an  

e x c e lle n t te a  w e  v is ite d  th e  m a g n if ic e n t  c h u rc h  o f  St. M a r y ’s, S to w -in -L in d sa y . T h is  is a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  c a th e d ra l

like  s tru c tu re  w h ic h , w h ile  S a x o n  in  fo u n d a tio n  w a s  e n la rg e d  in  1073 b y  R e m ig iu s , la s t  B ish o p  o f  D o rc h e s te r  an d  

th e  f irs t B ish o p  o f  L in c o ln . H e  tu rn e d  S to w  in to  a m o n as te ry , b u t  th is  w a s  c h a n g e d  b a c k  b y  h is  su c c esso r . M a n y  

th an k s  go  to  D a v id  M a rc o m b e  a n d  K a te  H o lla n d , fo r  a  m o s t fa sc in a tin g  a n d  s t im u la tin g  d ay . Penny Messenger

24 September -  Special Celebrity Lecture with Julian Richards
It w as an  e v e n tfu l e v e n in g  w ith  m a n y  m o re  a tte n d e rs  th a n  e x p ec ted ! Ju l ia n  R ic h a rd s , 

p ic tu r e d  r ig h t ,  a n  a rc h a e o lo g is t  b e s t  k n o w n  fo r  h is  B B C 2  se rie s  “ M e e t th e  A n c e s to rs ” 

(a n d  n o t to  b e  c o n fu se d  w ith  th e  o th e r  Ju lia n  R ic h a rd s  a t Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity ) , sp o k e  o f  h is  

N o ttin g h a m  u p b r in g in g  a n d  e d u c a tio n , a n d  th e  w o rk  w h ic h  fu e lle d  h is  in te re s t  in  

a rch a eo lo g y . H e  re a d  A rc h a e o lo g y  a t R e a d in g  a n d  g o t h is  f irs t j o b  in  B e rk sh ire , w h e re  he  

m et h is f irs t sk e le to n  e n ta n g le d  in  th e  ro o ts  o f  a tree . V e ry  a w a re  th a t  th is  w a s  a p e rso n , 

h is  fa sc in a tio n  w ith  d is c o v e r in g  m o re  a b o u t p e o p le  o f  th e  p a s t  g re w , a n d  th e  id e a  o f  

“M e e t th e  A n c e s to rs” b e g a n  to  tak e  shap e .

M a k in g  su c h  p ro g ra m m e s  is a n  e x te n s io n  o f  J u l ia n ’s lo v e  o f  te a c h in g . H e  s tre s se d  th a t  th e  

e x ca v a tio n s  fe a tu re d  w e re  a ll a lre a d y  u n d e rw a y : n o th in g  w a s  d o n e  sp e c ia lly  fo r  te le v is io n . 

Ju lia n  sp o k e  o f  th e  fa sc in a tio n  p e o p le  h a d  fo r  b u ria ls , th e  fa c t th a t th e re  w e re  so  m a n y  a ro u n d , a n d  th a t th e y  w ere  

c o n s ta n tly  b e in g  d u g  up . “ T h e  p a s t  is a  fa sc in a tin g  p la c e  p e o p le d  b y  fa sc in a tin g  p e o p le ”  h e  sa id , e x p la in in g  th a t he  

fe lt p r iv ile g e d  to  b e  a b le  to  c o n v e y  to  a u d ie n c e s  th a t  th e se  re m a in s  w e re  re a l p e o p le  w ith  re a l liv es, a n d  a lso  th a t a n  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p a s t c a n  h e lp  u s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  fu tu re . T h is  e x c e lle n t le c tu re  w as  g re a t ly  e n jo y e d  b y  a ll w h o  

a tte n d ed . W e  th a n k  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o tt in g h a m  fo r  p ro v id in g  th e  v e n u e  fo r  th is  j o in t  v e n tu re . Barbara Cast

9 October: Peter Connelly -  ‘The Archaeology of Besthorpe Quarry:
A Prehistoric and Romano-British landscape in North Nottinghamshire’

It is a  d a u n tin g  c h a lle n g e  to  b r in g  to  life  a  se r ie s  o f  

d itch es  a n d  g u llie s  to  a n  a u d ie n c e  o f  h is to r ia n s . 

F o rtu n a te ly , P e t e r  C o n n e lly  a b ly  g u id e d  u s th r o u g h  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a T re n t- s id e  la n d sc a p e  fro m  the  

N e o lith ic  to  th e  la te  R o m a n  p e r io d . P o lit ic a lly , 

B e s th o rp e  re p re se n ts  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  b e s t  p ra c tic e  

w ith  its c o m b in a tio n  o f  r e se a rc h  a n d  tra in in g  fu n d e d  

b y  q u a rry  o p e ra to rs  L a F a rg e  A g g re g g a te s . It is a site  

o f  c o n tin u in g  re le v a n c e , i llu s tra tin g  th e  im p a c t o f  

c lim a te  ch an g e  o n  th e  c o m m u n ity  in  th e  la te r  R o m a n  

p e rio d . T h e  a rr iv a l o f  a  w e tte r  c lim a te  see s  d itc h e s  

g ro w  in  s ize  a n d  c o m  o v e n s  a p p e a r  to  d ry  o f f  the  

c ro p s. B y  th e  la te  4 th c e n tu ry  A D  th e  o c c u p a n ts  h a d  

g iv e n  up , p u sh e d  o n to  h ig h e r  g ro u n d  b y  th e  

d e v a s ta tin g  f lo o d s  th a t c o n tin u e  to  h it th e  s ite  to d ay ; 

P e te r  h ig h lig h te d  th e  1795  e v e n t th a t sa w  th e  R iv e rs  

T re n t a n d  F le e t c o v e r  th e  a re a  w ith  3 m e tre s  o f  

w ater.

B u t w h a t h a p p e n e d  h e re ?  P e te r  p re se n te d  a s to ry  o f  

c a ttle  fa rm in g  m o v in g  f ro m  su b s is te n c e  in to  b ig

b u s in e ss . T h is  w a s  a  m e e tin g  p la c e  o f  a n im a ls  a n d  

a n im a l h a n d le rs , a  p ro c e s s in g  p o in t  fo r th e  w h o le sa le  

b u y in g  a n d  se llin g  o f  h e rd s . K e y e d  in to  th e  g ro w in g  

R o m a n ise d  p o p u la t io n  re p re se n te d  b y  L in co ln , 

B ro u g h , A d  P o n te m , th e  F o sse , e tc , B e s th o rp e  

fa c il ita te d  th e  d ie ta ry  n e e d s  o f  th e  c a rn iv o ro u s  eas t 

m id la n d e rs . B u t  th is  w a s  n o  g re a t k illin g -fie ld : 

a lth o u g h  b u tc h e ry  to o k  p la c e , B e s th o rp e  w as a 

d is tr ib u tio n  p o in t  ra th e r  th a n  a n  a b a tto ir ; a n d  it is 

c h e a p e r  to  re d is tr ib u te  y o u r  c a tt le  i f  th e y  a re  still 

w a lk in g . T h is  w a s  th e  s to ry  o f  m id d le -m e n , 

e n te r ta in in g ly  to ld  b y  a  sp e a k e r  u se d  to  c o n v e y in g  

c o m p le x  d e ta il. T h is  im p o r ta n t  w o rk  re in fo rc e s  the  

se m in a l ro le  o f  th e  T re n t  in  o u r  r e g io n ’s 

d e v e lo p m e n t. W ith  it c o n tin u in g  to  2 0 1 2 , w e  c an  

e x p e c t m a n y  m o re  in s ig h ts  f ro m  th e  M a n c h e s te r  

team . T h e  S o c ie ty  h a s  a v is i t  s c h e d u le d  to  th e  s ite  fo r 

Ju ly  2 0 0 5 . D o  go  -  y o u  w ill o v e rw h e lm e d  b y  its 

sc a le , a n d  b y  th e  e m e r g in g  n a rra tiv e  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l  

e n te rp r ise . Sarah Speight
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GEORGE F. CAMPION
In Newsletter 37 John Beckett asked whether anyone in the Society remem bers George Campion. 
Bernard Beilby has come up trumps! Here are his reflections:

‘T h e  f irs t tim e  I m e t G e o rg e  C a m p io n  w a s  in  1938 

w h e n  he  w a s  d ire c to r  o f  e x c a v a tio n s  fo r  th e  

T h o ro to n  S o c ie ty  E x c a v a tio n  S e c tio n . T h e y  w e re  

e x p lo rin g  th e  c a v e s  in  B ro a d  M a rsh /D ru ry  H ill. 

E n tra n c e  w a s  g a in e d  th ro u g h  a  sm a ll  h o le  in  a  b r ic k  

w a ll a t th e  b a c k  o f  th e  R o y a l  O a k  P u b lic  H o u se  in  

B ro a d  M arsh .

‘A lth o u g h  G e o rg e  h a d  b e e n  a  d ire c to r  o f  th e  

C a m p io n  M o to r  C y c le  C o m p a n y , lik e  h is  fa th e r  

E .W . C a m p io n , a rc h a e o lo g y  h a d  b e e n  a  life  lo n g  

in te re s t a n d  h e  to o k  e a r ly  re tire m e n t so  th a t he  c o u ld  

d e v o te  m o re  tim e  to  h is  h o b b y . H e  d id  a g re a t d e a l o f  

w o rk  in  th e  c a v e s  o f  N o t t in g h a m  as w e ll as a t L e n to n  

P rio ry , T h u rg a r to n , a n d  m a n y  o  th e r  s i te s ,  in c lu d in g  

re sc u in g  tw o  B ro n z e  A g e  c a n o e s  fro m  th e  R iv e r  

T ren t. In  a c av e  o n  F le tc h e r  G a te  w e  e x c a v a te d  a 

w e ll a n d  b e fo re  it w as  re f il le d  h e  b u r ie d  a b o x  

c o n ta in in g  a g la s s  j a r  w ith  n e w sp a p e rs , c o in s , e tc . a t 

th e  b o tto m . H e  w a s  a  g e n iu s  a t  f in d in g  a r te fac ts , 

p a r tic u la r ly  c o m p le te  m e d ie v a l  N o t t in g h a m  p o ts , 

th o u g h  h is  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  f in d s  o f te n  le f t a 

g o o d  d e a l to  b e  d es ired .

‘In  h is  A n tiq u e s  R e s to ra t io n  L a b o ra to ry  in  C a stle  

P la c e  C a m p io n  h a d  a h u g e  c o lle c tio n  o f  g re e n  g laze  

p o ts  w h ic h  h e  h a d  le f t in  h is  w ill to  th e  C a stle  

M u se u m , b u t  a s  a r e su lt  o f  th e ir  la c k  o f  in te re s t  he  

so ld  th e m  to  B irm in g h a m  M u seu m . A m o n g s t h is 

c o lle c tio n  w a s  a  sw o rd  a lle g e d ly  fo u n d  b y  h is  fa th e r 

in  a  s to n e  c o ff in  in  f ro n t o f  th e  H ig h  A lta r  a t L e n to n  

P rio ry : p e rso n a lly  I th o u g h t it w a s  m o re  l ik e ly  to  be  

1 7 th /1 8 th  cen tu ry .

‘D u rin g  th e  w a r  y e a rs  C a m p io n  k e p t th e  in te re s t  in 

a rc h a e o lo g y  a liv e  a t  a  tim e  w h e n  it w as la rg e ly  a 

n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l h o b b y . W h e n  w e  a ll re tu rn e d  fro m  

th e  S e rv ic e s  he  so o n  g a th e re d  a g ro u p  o f  l ik e -m in d e d  

p e o p le  a ro u n d  to  d o  th e  h a rd  w o rk . W e  re g u la r ly  m et 

in  h is  w o rk sh o p  o n  S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g , o f te n  

w a tc h in g  h im  re p a ir in g  v a lu a b le  a n tiq u e s . P re -w a r  

C a m p io n  h a d  e x c a v a te d  a m e d ie v a l p la g u e  p i t  w h e re  

h e  c o n tra c te d  a se r io u s  i lln e ss  re su ltin g  in  h im  lo s in g  

a ll s e n se  o f  ta s te  a n d  sm e ll. A f te r  h is d e a th  in  M a rc h  

1955 , a g e d  66 , h is  s o n - in - la w  H e rb e r t  H o ld sw o rth  

in h e r ite d  h is  n o te s  a n d  re c o rd s , b u t  d id  n o t lo n g  

su rv iv e  h im , a n d  th e s e  h a v e  s in c e  d isa p p e a re d .

Bernard W. Beilby

BOOKSTALL

Byron Barrett, who sadly died last year, was for many years the ‘guardian’ o f  the bookstall books. 
Between meetings the books were stored in his garage together with a green baize cloth to cover the 
table. After the books were reclaim ed and stored in Shakespeare Street this cloth somehow disappeared. 
However, Byron had very generously donated a sum o f money to the Society, and with a part o f  this 
legacy we have bought a new and splendid velvet cloth in ‘Thoroton’ green. I hope members will come 
to admire this and remem ber Byron whenever they visit the bookstall at future meetings.

Penny Messenger

Southwell and the Slave Trade!

Thoroton member Bob Hardstaff, whose book 
on the Southwell Dom esday Survey was 
published last year by the Southwell and District 
Local History Society, has written another, on a 
rather controversial subject, which is due to 
appear in December.
Entitled H um an C argo a n d  the Southw ell 

C onnection, its subject is the Slave Trade, now 
viewed with abhorence, but in the eighteenth

century a m ajor part o f  the history o f places 
such as Liverpool, Bristol and, somewhat 
surprisingly, Southwell. M uch o f the money 
which enabled Southwell's affluent families to 
maintain their lifestyle and to build some o f 
their still-existing houses was derived from 
voyages o f  vessels like the Jason Galley whose 
16,000 mile trip in 1743 Mr. H ardstaff has 
examined in great detail. John Beckett

Please send contributions for N ew sletter  No. 39 by 1 February 2005 to:
Janice Avery, 43 Derby Road, Beeston, Nottingham.

The views expressed in the N ew sle tter  are not necessarily those o f the Editor, the Society or its Council.

T horoton  ~  page 4


