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AUTUMN LECTURE PROGRAMME
Tuesday 9 October: The Keith Train Lecture, in association with 

the Nottingham Civic Society (Cathedral Hall, 7.30pm) 
‘Nottingham in the 1990s: The Legacy of a Conservation and Design 

Approach to Regeneration’ - Jerry Spencer

Jerry is a town planner and urban designer who has specialized in helping to improve the public face of the built 
environment in towns and cities throughout Britain over the past 25 years. His talk will commence with a 
retrospective view on the built evidence of his team's work with Nottingham City Council from 1992-99. It will 
examine new and conserved buildings and the spaces created between them, to assess how they have fared over 
the past decade and how well they have stood the test of changing tastes and opinions. Jerry will also consider 
some of the city's more recent new buildings, and will ask whether it might be time for a return to the contextual 
approach promoted by his team in the 1990s, or whether the city has moved on with a new confidence, to 
become an altogether more forward-looking modern city.

Saturday 13 October: ‘“It's been raining in Nottinghamshire!”.
Two Centuries of Observers and Recorders of Weather 

in Nottinghamshire’-John Wilson
John is a pharmacist by profession and also an 
amateur meteorologist. He has been a member of 
the Thoroton Society for a number of years, and this 
year has taken over from Keith Goodman as 
Treasurer. His interests in history are wide-ranging. 
Professionally, he has been interested in the effects of 
weather on health, and has several publications in 
the field, notably an annual report on Weather and 
Health for the International Journal of Meteorology. 
He has carried out research into the effect of 
thunderstorms on asthma (Wilson JV and Pyatt FB, 
1996, 'Thunderstorms and asthma - a review of 
current research progress', United Kingdom Journal 

o f Meteorology 21, 121-5). The lecture will cover a variety of weather observers in Nottinghamshire since 1800. 
[Picture: The Watnall Weather Centre in the 1960s. Copyright John Kettley]

ANNUAL LUNCHEO N 2 0 0 7  W ith  t h is  N e w s le t t e r  y o u  w i l l  f in d  d e t a i l s  o f  b o o k in g  
arrangem ents for  th is  year's A nnual L uncheon, w h ich  is  b e in g  h e ld  at Lakeside, the form er  
B estw o o d  P u m p in g  S ta tion  o n  th e  A60 M an sfie ld  R oad (ju st n o r th  o f  A rn o ld ). T hom as  
H aw ksley, th e m an  w h o  p io n eered  ru n n in g  w ater in  n in eteen th -cen tu ry  N ottingham , and  
w h o  th en  w en t o n  to  a n ation a l and in d eed  in tern ation a l career in  w ater en g in eer in g , w as 
b o r n  in  A rn o ld  in  J u ly  1807. O ur lu n c h  w ill  b e  at o n e  o f  th e  p u m p in g  s ta tio n s  c lo se ly  
associa ted  w ith  H aw ksley, and th ere w ill be a short talk about h is  life  and  w ork.

~  T he T h o ro to n  S o c ie ty  o f  N o ttin g h a m sh ire  ~
— T he C o u n ty ’s P rin cip a l H istor ica l S o c ie ty  ~

Visit the Thoroton Website at: www.thorotonsociety.org.uk
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Saturday 10 November: The Nottinghamshire History Lecture 
The Medieval Stained Glass of Nottinghamshire - Society, 

Patronage, Liturgy and Iconography ’ - Allan Barton

Allan Barton gained his PhD at the 
University of York on the stained 

glass o f  D erb y sh ire  and  
Nottinghamshire 1400-1550. He is 
c u rre n tly  a researcher for the  
B ritish  A cadem y 's C o rp u s 

Vitrearum Medii Aevi project; he 
has been commissioned to write a 
catalogue of the medieval stained 
glass o f  D erb y sh ire  and 
Nottinghamshire, and he is training 
for the Anglican priesthood. The 
lecture will focus on the ex tan t 
medieval glass of Nottinghamshire 
and the evidence o f lost glass in 
manuscripts. It will examine the ways in which these provide evidence of social networking, of social 
mobility, patronal display and personal piety, the use of space (both public and private) in late medieval 
church buildings, and how glass functioned within a liturgical context. [Picture - The east window at 
Holme by Newark, Nottinghamshire contains glass removed from  other churches. This panel, originally from  
a quatrefoil tracery light a t the ruined church o f Annesley, form ed part o f a Coronation o f the Virgin. Our 
Lady is seated on a throne having been crowned by her son. Copyright Alan Barton]

Saturday 8 D ecem ber: ‘Young Lawrence'- Joh n  W orthen

Collections, University o f Nottingham]

U n til his re tirem en t in 2003 , John  W orthen  was 
Professor of D H  Lawrence Studies at the University of 
Nottingham, and is the author of D H  Lawrence: The 
Early Years 1885-1912 and D H  Lawrence: The Life o f an 
Outsider. His lecture will ask whether it is possible to 
distinguish the reality o f what actually occurred, as 
Lawrence grew up in Eastwood and Nottingham, from 
the various myths which have grown up around the 
su b jec t o f  his ch ild h o o d  and  y o u th  - th e  m ost 
s ig n ifican t o f  them  fostered  and  p e rp e tu a te d  by 

Lawrence himself? This lecture will look in particular at 
the stress Lawrence himself placed on his ordinariness as 
a working-class child. [Picture - The young D H  Laurence. 
Reproduced by kind permission o f Manuscripts and Special

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION invites you to “ Peers 
and Pitmen”: The Transformation o f the Dukeries’, on Saturday 27 October, 
fro m  10am -4.15pm , at T h o resb y  M iners' W elfare, F ourth  A ven ue, 
Edwinstowe. Cost is £6.50 to NLHA members, £7.50 non-members. The day will 
consist of four lectures, lunch, and a short guided walk around Edwinstowe. Contact Derek Walker 

on 01623 870515 for more information or to book a place (or just turn up on the day).
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REPORTS OF EXCURSIONS
Saturday 12 May: N ottingham  A rboretum

In fine weather, trees that have both generous and 
benevolent canopies allow us 'to stand and stare' 
and to pinpoint a particular tree. Who can forget 

the Amur Maple from the river of that name, or 

another Russian species M r Parrot's, Persian 

Ironwood; fair exchange for what the Russians 

got in the shape of the architects Rastrelli and 

Campbell? On the first of the two visits to the 
A rbo re tum  it was um brellas th a t provided 

canopies; very forbearing members huddling

together to accept that 'over there' was a Turkey 
Oak or an Indian Chestnut. One of our members 
p rovided  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t her fam ily 's 

involvement in the manufacture of the cannons 

for the Chinese Bell Monument. Information on 
Friends of the Arboretum and a revised tree trail 

can be obtained from W oodthorpe Grange, tel 

01 15 9155555 ; fax 0115 9152766 . Shire 
Publications' Public Parks by Hazel Conway is 

highly recommended. C la ir e  W e lls

Saturday 9 June: P eterborough  Cathedral and  
Flag Fen B ronze Age Site

In early June Thoroton Members visited Peterborough Cathedral and Flag Fen, the Bronze Age site a 
mile or so away. Alas, when the cathedral came into view - disappointment: the great west front was 
covered with screened scaffolding. This demonstrated the last stage of a programme of about ten year's 
restoration, interior and exterior. There was no disappointment, however, in the wonderful interior 
and its beautiful and unique painted medieval ceiling. From the west door there is a stunning, 
uninterrupted view of the whole length from nave to choir, presbytery and apse. We were divided into 
parties and taken around by Cathedral Guides; the parties gave high praise to the guides for their 
expertise. We felt an enormous amount had been learned, our very varied questions excellently dealt 
with and a great many quite complicated architectural sequences in the building made plain - and all 
with a human touch. Our thanks go to all of them.

We then moved on to Flag Fen, the site 
excavated for many years by the well-know 
archaeologists Francis Pryor and Maisie 
Taylor. This site was built in the fenny 
countryside by people living 3000 years 
ago: it is a vast tim ber p la tfo rm  w ith  
m assive associated  palisades b u ilt at 
enorm ous hum an effort. A lthough  its 
purpose is not entirely clear, it indicates 
some possible domestic use and also the 
u b iq u ito u s  ritu a l activity . In te re stin g  
artefacts have been excavated from watery 
p reserv a tio n  and  can be seen in the 

museum at the site, as well as part of the timber structures kept in perpetual dampness, and also 
reconstructed bronze and iron age houses. Rosalys was particularly taken by the prehistoric Windsor 
chair! The whole day was excellent and varied, ending with a Thoroton tea served in the Flag Fen 
visitor centre before the return journey to Nottingham. [Picture: Iron Age Roundhouse, Flag Fen]

R o s a ly s  C o o p e  a n d  B a r b a r a  C ast

C O N G R A TU LA TIO N S to Dr David Crook on being awarded the OBE in the Queen's Birthday 
Honours, following his retirement in May 2007 from The National Archives (perhaps better known as 
the Public Record Office). David spent his whole career at the PRO, but he lived in and commuted 
from Grantham. Consequently he retained and retains his interests in the East Midlands and was for 
some years general editor of the Thoroton Record Series. In retirement, Dr Crook has kindly accepted 

an offer to be co-opted onto the Society's Council.
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REPTON SCHOOL AND CHURCH, AND WEST 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE CHURCHES

Friday 13 July was a day of heavy rain, which seemed ominous to 
all those who had booked to go on this excursion. However, the 
following day dawned fair, and as the day progressed the sun 

shone more and more brightly. O ur first stop was Repton, capital 
of the Kingdom of Mercia, and one of the earliest Christian sites 

in the M idlands dating  from  A D 653, w hen the king 's son 

returned with a Christian bride.
The description of the history and items of interest of Repton 
Church [pictured right] was given by a local historian, M r David 
Guest. The descent into the crypt, where once the bones of Saint 

Wystan were venerated by pilgrims, provided a real experience of 
moving into one o f the mysterious places o f England's early 
religious history. After a tour of the outside of the building we 
enjoyed a real bonus - entry to part of the Old Priory which now 

houses a section of Repton school.
After lunch we travelled to Trowell [pictured left] where we were 
welcomed by three officers of this ancient church, and enjoyed 
the evidence o f this Saxon building in the chancel, w ith its 
piscine and sedilia and credence shelf. T he rem ains o f the 
previous week's flower festival, together with the loving care that 
the building clearly enjoys, together with a welcome cup of tea, 
all enhanced the enjoyment of this short visit.
O ur th ird  church visit on this excursion was to W ollaton, 
another very old foundation, but with evidence of significantly 
more additions and alterations over the centuries. Despite having 
to compete with a peal of bells being rung by a visiting team of 
American bell-ringers, M r Colin Shock gave us a very detailed 

survey of the history of the building, together with an outline of 
some planned extensions to make a more effective us of the site 
for the demands of the twenty-first century. A splendid tea in the 

new Wollaton Community Hall completed a very happy day. Alan Langton

NOTTINGHAM AND SOUTHWELL DAC CHURCH HISTORY PROJECT
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

We need volunteers for several important churches which are currently not being researched under the 

above project. These are: BALDERTON ST GILES, CLUMBER PARK ST MARY, CROPWELL 
BISHOP ST GILES, EAST MARKHAM ST JO H N  T H E  BAPTIST, HAW TON ALL SAINTS, 
K IN G S T O N  O N  SOAR ST W IN IF R E D , M A N SFIELD  ST PE T E R  & ST PAUL, W EST 

BRIDGFORD ST GILES, W EST STOCKW ITH ST MARY and W ORKSOP PRIORY ST MARY 
& ST CUTHBERT. There are other, arguably equally important village churches that are not yet 

being researched; but those listed above are the key outstanding churches that we wish to concentrate 
on. Anyone wishing to know more, please contact Jonathan Pickett at Nottingham & Southwell DAC 
(email jonathan-dac@ southwell.anglican.org), who will send you a copy o f our current briefing 
document; this gives extensive guidance on how to research a church or church site for the project, 

which is due to conclude in 2010.

P lease em ail con trib u tion s for N e w s le t te r  No 50  b y  1 N ovem ber 2 0 0 7  to  Jan ice Avery 
at: janaverl @ vah oo .co .u k . The v iew s ex p ressed  in  th e  N e w s le t te r  are n ot n ecessarily  

th o se  o f  th e  Editor, the S ocie ty  or its  C ouncil
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